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The years between 1861 and 1889, the post of Kuala Lumpur Capitan
was hold exclusively by the Huizhou ( Z JI| ) Hakka people. The Huizhou
Hakka not only provided the leadership for the Hakka group but also
dominated the clan politics among the various Chinese groups during this
period. This phenomenon was broken when Yap Kwan Seng took over the
Capitan post in 1889. Although Capitan Yap Kwan Seng belongs to the
Hakka dialect group but he came from Chixi ( 78 % ) Hakka, and Chixi
belongs to the GuangZhao ( & Z& ) prefectures. Nevertheless, the Hakka
dialect group still retained their political influence in Kuala Lumpur area
during the period of Capitan Yap Kwan Seng. When Capitan Yap Kwan Seng
passed away in 1902, the Hakka clan’s dominance in local leadership was
slowly diminishing, and replaced by the emerging GuangZhao group. In fact,
signs of Hakka’s diminishing dominance surfaced as early as during the death
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of Capitan Yap Ah Loy, mainly as a result of a series of internal and external

clashes and dilemmas.

Keywords: Yap Kwan Seng, Kuala Lumpur, Hakka Clan politics, Yap Ah

Loy, Capitan
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